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canoes, holding about 100 men and women, and in these long
boats they reached the shores of New Zealand, finding an
earthly paradise uninhabited by any people who would dispute
their landing, or by any wild beasts who would fight for mastery
with men in the forest. The names of these canoes in which
the pioneers came to New Zealand were enshrined in historical
tradition, and gave the titles to the different tribes whose fore-
fathers had rowed in them. Such, at least, is the story which
the Maoris tell themselves, and loyally believe, concerning the
coming of their race to the two islands ; but it is difficult to say
how much is true or what is mythical.

It was in North Island that most of the Maori tribes estab-
lished their tribal dominions, and Middle Island, at the time
when the white men first explored it, was but t sparsely popu-
lated. Here in North Island, therefore, the Maoris marked out
the boundaries of their territories, at first, no doubt, by peace-
able agreement, afterwards by fierce warfare, in which one
tribe grasped the land of its neighbours, and extended its
dominion by the power of the sword and the spear. Within
the tribe itself, however, no one had private property in land.
No Maori individual could put up a fence on a hedge with a
notice that ' Trespassers will be prosecuted.' No Maori, not
even the chief himself, might sell a square foot of soil except
with the consent of the whole tribe. The land was a precious
birthright, possessed as a common property, of which no man
had a greater or a less share, and guarded as a sacred trust for
his descendants. So also was it with the fruits of the earth,
There was no buying or selling of the necessities of life. The
ground was cultivated for the common weal, so that no man
might obtain a monopoly or gorge while his neighbour starved.
No Maori who did his duty as a warrior and as a father was
ever in danger of starvation, for the chief was the dispenser of
the common wealth, giving to each alike. It was a socialism
such as men have dreamed of for simplifying the complexities
of Western civilization, in which the goods of this world are so
unevenly divided* - .                                                              ,